
We are in full “packing mode” now, with just 
about a month to go until we leave. So, what do 
you take with you when you’re moving to 
Africa for three years?

We have some good-quality kitchen stuff, since 
we’ll be cooking most of our meals from scratch. 
A lot of devotional materials, since mother-
tongue worship will be as important to us at it is 
for the Nsenga. Sunblock and saline solution. 
Books and board games. Laptops and Lego. 
Boys’ shoes in sizes 5, 6, and 7 – how big will 
Sean be by the time we come back? Eight (or so) 
big plastic tubs full of all that we “need” for our 
next three years.

But of course, the things we need most won’t 
fit in a plastic tub. Someone to welcome us when 
we get off the plane. A patient language helper. 
Grace. Community. Flexibility. Lots of prayer. New friends. Faithful ongoing partnerships on both sides of 
the ocean. Love, joy, peace, patience, and all the rest.

What we need most, we have been given by our gracious God, who promised us 15 years ago in our 
wedding text: “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). We may not be packed 
yet, but we have what we need!

Average monthly income (May 2010-June 2011): $4,913
Needed each month: $6,000
Percentage: 82%

Our housing fund is at 100%, allowing us to set up our house in Petauke when we arrive.

Not only is our vehicle fully funded, but thanks to a generous gift from Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School (see back page), our vehicle’s operating expenses are covered for 
our entire first term of service.

So far, 210 individuals and congregations have contributed to our work in Zambia. 55 of 
those have committed to regular, ongoing financial support. We would love to have 
many more! Would you consider partnering with us to bring God’s Word to the Nsenga 
people in their own language? Visit our website http://theplugers.wordpress.com and 
click on “Partner With Us” for more info.

Monthly goal: $6,000

Average monthly 
income: $4,913



+ Peace: Pray with us that God would grant 
peaceful hearts in the hectic, unnerving 
chaos of transition. We need peace in our 
relationships as we leave family and 
friends, and peace in our hearts that comes 
only from Jesus.

+ Patience: Please pray that God would give 
us patience with ourselves, with our son, 
and most of all in the challenge of 
interacting with a new language and 
culture.

+ Perspective: We need God’s help to keep 
the most important things in focus and not 
be waylaid by the daily distractions and the 
minutiae that so easily engulf us and make 
us forget the things of eternal significance.

To switch to an electronic version of our newsletter, change your address, or be removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. 
Lake St., PO Box 2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

In English, there are two “positions” for the demonstrative pronouns, both relative to the person 
speaking. This/these is for things near the speaker (regardless of where the hearer is), and that/those is for 
things far from the speaker (again, regardless of the location of the hearer).

In Nsenga, however, there is a fourfold distinction of position for demonstratives – the relative 
position of both the speaker and the hearer are important in the choice of demonstrative pronoun.

Near to speaker Far from speaker
Near to hearer uyu uyo
Far from hearer uno ula

So, if we were sitting at a small table together, what would you call: 
1. an item on the table (close to both of us)?  _________
2. an item across the room (far from both of us)? __________

However, if we were far from each other on opposite sides of a market stall, what would you call:
3. the thing on my side of the counter, far from you? _________
4. the thing in your hand? _________

Now, add what we learned last time (about the 18 noun classes), and you see that there are 72 different 
words for this/that in Nsenga! As usual, you can check our website (http://theplugers.wordpress.com) 
for answers and more news!

In May, Chris was privileged to be at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School in Milwaukee 
for a special chapel service led by members of 
the National Honor Society. The service focused 
on God speaking our “heart language” – the 
message of grace and forgiveness in Jesus 
Christ proclaimed to hearts weighed down by 
sin. At the end of that chapel, the NHS 
presented Chris with a check for $10,951 – the 
fruits of a full year of fund-raising by WLHS 
students on behalf of our work in Africa. Praise 
the Lord for faithful support of Gospel ministry!




