
The Pluger family has been in the USA for a
while now, on our first “furlough” from the
mission field. Janine and Sean came back to
the States in June 2014. Chris returned in
July. We spent most of our time near Dayton
Ohio, so that Sean could attend 7th grade
uninterruptedly in a “regular” school. Chris
spent a while in the fall at the Graduate
Institute of Applied Linguistics in Dallas,
writing his thesis on Nsenga Proverbs. We
all enjoyed Christmas with family and
friends, and the cold weather and snow days
which we had missed while in Zambia.

Throughout our furlough, we have had
many chances to speak to churches, Bible
studies, schools, and individuals about the work we are privileged to do in Zambia. Perhaps you met us for
the first time at one of these presentations, or got to see us again after a long break. It has been a joy to meet
and share our stories with so many of you.

But now… it’s time to go back to Zambia! Chris will return in midMay, after Sean’s confirmation on
Mother’s Day. He’ll resume his duties in the translation office with the local translators, who have been
hard at work in his absence, and he’ll make sure the house is shipshape for the family, who will follow
when Sean’s school year is over.

Of course, it has been great to be “home” in the USA and spend so much time with family and friends,
enjoying things like Chinese food, delivery pizza, air conditioning, and stores that take credit cards. But we

are also looking forward to getting back “home”
to Zambia, to see our dear friends and colleagues
there, say hi to the cat and dogs, and recontinue
the work that is so dear to our hearts – seeing lives
and hearts changed by the Gospel in the mother
tongue of the Nsenga people.

Please pray for our goodbyes, for safe travel, and
for a healthy reintegration into our African lives.

See you in a few years!

The Plugers



To switch to an electronic version of our newsletter, change your address, or be removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, PO Box
2050, Aurora IL 605072050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 5324253.

During the last several months, we have added many new followers to our newsletter mailing list.
Welcome to all of our new friends! What follows is a little of what you’ve missed from the past three years.

We arrived in Zambia in August of 2011. After some acclimating to the new culture, we moved to
Petauke, in rural Eastern Province, to begin our work with the Nsenga people.

In Petauke, we worked to help mobilize the Nsenga Bible Translation Project (NBTP) Committee,
composed of leaders from local churches and others interested in an Nsenga Bible. We visited many
traditional chiefs, religious and political leaders, and local congregations to inform them about the
translation project.

Chris and Janine also started to learn the local language(s) in Petauke, while Janine and Sean began
homeschooling.

In May of 2012, the NBTP hired three local translators. With help from the Bible Society of Zambia (BSZ),
these translators were trained in translation theory and practice.

Drafting of New Testament began in August of 2012. Chris and the translators work to insure that the
translation accurately represents the message of the original Greek manuscripts, while at the same time
communicates clearly and beautifully in modern Nsenga. Drafts are shared with local pastors and
churches, as well as with trained reviewers throughout Eastern Province, to check for errors and unclear
passages so people can begin hearing the Word of God in the language of their hearts.

The Gospel of Mark was published and
dedicated in May 2013. It is the first book
written in modern Nsenga. By the time we
returned to the US for our first furlough in
mid2014, all of the Nsenga New
Testament had been drafted, and 91% of
the New Testament was at “Stage 3,”
meaning that it had been checked and
approved by a largegroup reviewers’
workshop. Village checking, as well as
close editing for punctuation, consistency,
and spelling, still remain to be done on the
NT drafts.

With God’s blessing, publication and
dedication of the Nsenga New Testament is scheduled for June 2016. Rejoice with us for the progress that
has been made so far, and ask for God’s continued blessing on this important work.

As always, we depend exclusively on the generous support of individuals and congregations for our
work to continue. We are not supported financially by any synod or other organization. We are thankful
for our faithful supporters and we are always
looking for new partners to join us in our work.

Thank you for traveling with us as we return to
Zambia for our second term of service!




