
I got to go to Africa! After more than three years 
of planning and praying and preparing, I was 
finally able to travel to Zambia, where I met 
people, saw where we will live, and got a first 
taste of the language and culture. 

The trip was an amazing blessing. I finally have 
faces to put with names, and got to meet many of 
the people who are aching to have a Bible in their 
own language. I was able to talk to other 
Lutheran missionaries and find out what life is 
like in Zambia. I took a ton of pictures, and had 
my first Nsenga language lesson. I was able to 
pray with many church leaders, and hear 
firsthand how an Nsenga Bible will change lives.

It’s strange to think that my trip to Africa was the fulfillment of a promise, but that’s exactly what it was. 

Last May, two men from the Program Ministries team of LBT went to Zambia and met with Nsenga 
leaders. Both sides made commitments to do things to advance the work. One of the commitments that 
LBT made was to return within the year and bring with them the person who was assigned to the project.

And so, I went. The fact that I was there, in fulfillment of a promise, was a great encouragement to the 
Nsenga leaders. I was ready to help them with their Bible translation project. It helped them see that this 

could really happen.

It was a great blessing for me to see the many ways that the 
Nsenga people had kept their promises, too. They organized 
themselves as a legal entity (no small task in Africa). They have 
started to secure funding. One man has collected over a hundred 
Nsenga proverbs and stories to preserve his community’s 
collective wisdom. The committee is working to secure a house 
for our family. Many people expressed their excitement for the 
translation work, and the blessings that will come from a Bible in 
their own language.

The best way to build a relationship is to keep your promises. 
More than anything, this trip was about promises kept ― their 
promise to work hard to organize the project, our promise to send 
a worker to help, and God’s faithful promise that His Word, once 
sent out, will not return empty.



An Nsenga elder told me a story. 
“An eighty year-old man goes to 
plant a mango tree. His grandson 
says to him, ‘Why are you doing this? 
You will die soon. You will never eat 
the fruit from this tree.’ The 
grandfather says, ‘All my life, I have 
been eating mangos from trees I did 
not plant. But now, before I die, I 
want to plant a seed so that other 
people, even you, will be able to eat 
mangos someday.’” 

Then the elder said to me, “Many of 
us on this Nsenga Bible Committee 
will not see the end of it, because it is 
the work of many years. But our hope is 
that, like that mango seed the grandfather 
planted, the Nsenga Bible will bear fruit 
for many many years to the Nsenga 
people, so that our grandchildren might 
hear, read, understand and believe God’s 
Word in their own language.”

If you’d like to be on the list for our email updates, or if you’d rather get this newsletter electronically, please let us know. To be removed from 
our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. Lake St., PO Box 2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

Many people are wondering when we will finally be leaving for Africa. 
The short answer is “hopefully very soon.”

The long answer is a bit more complicated. As LBT missionaries, we are 
responsible for raising our own financial support. It is our privilege to tell 
people here in the US about the work of Bible Translation, and then ask 
them to join in that work by pledging to make a monthly contribution 
toward the financial needs of our project. 

When the contributions coming in each month equal 100% of our 
budget, we will be considered “fully funded.” When we have been fully 
funded for three consecutive months ― to show that we will be 
consistently provided for in the field ― we will be able to go to Zambia.

There is also need for some start-up items, such as household setup and 
a vehicle, but it is those faithful monthly supporters who will allow us to 
stay in the field until the Nsenga have a Bible in their heart language.

Ultimately, though, the real answer to the question “when do you get to 
leave?” is very simple: when the Lord has everything ready.




