
We have a new website about our future work in Zambia – http://theplugers.wordpress.com. 
In addition to information about the Nsenga Bible Translation Project and LBT, there is 

also a “blog” section, which will contain short updates about what we’re up to, as 
well as other items of interest regarding Bible translation. There is also info on the 
website about partnering with us, pictures, links to past newsletters, and a place to 
write us a short note. Check it out!

In the last 9 months, we’ve made a lot of 
trips. Starting with our move back from 
Dallas, where we spent a year in school, 
we’ve travelled thousands of miles and talked 
to thousands of people. The purpose of these 
trips is to inform people about our work in 
Bible Translation, and to invite them to 
partner with us to bring God’s Word to the 
Nsenga people. 

By one count, we’ve made 128 presentations 
in 8 states – not counting Chris’ trip to Africa 
to meet with our mission partners in Zambia.

All of these trips are small parts of a larger 
journey, one that we’ve already been on for 
(at least) the last five years. One might 
suspect that that journey started the infamous day Chris came home and said, “Look at this website! We 
could move to Africa! And translate the Bible!!”

However, the farther we move forward in that journey, the farther backward we see that journey 
stretching as well. How God prepared Chris and Janine with a great education at our Synod’s schools. 
How Sean got to spend 9 days in Mexico as a five-year-old missionary, learning the joy of sharing Jesus 
with others. How God has kept our family moving around, always excited to try new things and places.

So all of these trips, building prayer and financial partners in the US before we leave for Africa, are all an 
integral part of the larger journey of our faith-life. Even later this year, finally getting on the plane to 
Zambia will not signal the end of all the trips, but rather a new phase of the same journey – a journey that 
began before the creation of the world, and will not be fully over until the last trumpet sounds.

In Christ,

Chris, Janine, and Sean



Average monthly income (May-Feb): $4,106
Needed each month: $6,000
Percentage: 68.4%

Long-term mission partners (individuals and churches) so far: 35
Others who have contributed to our ministry: 127

Our housing setup fund: 100%! Praise the Lord!

Our vehicle fund: $1434.65

Please pray for the financial support of our work, and consider becoming one of our 
mission partners in the vital work of Bible translation. 

Monthly goal: $6,000

Average monthly 
income: $4,106

To switch to an electronic version of our newsletter, change your address, or be removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. 
Lake St., PO Box 2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

We were recently able to buy one of the few 
books in the world (perhaps the only book) 
which describe the Nsenga language as it is 
spoken today in Zambia. 

Professor Lazarus Miti is a mother-tongue 
speaker of Nsenga and a professor of 
linguistics in South Africa. He is also very 
active in language development projects 
across south-central Africa. His Linguistic 
Analysis of Cinsenga will be a great help to 
us as we learn the native language of the 
people we will be serving in Zambia.

To give the readers of our newsletter a taste 
of the joys of linguistics (especially analyzing 
and attempting to learn a mostly-
undocumented new language), we will be 
giving short Nsenga lessons in our 
newsletters based on Prof. Miti’s book.

Nsenga Verbs
Nikalile ‘I will cry’
Nikawele ‘I will come’
Mukawele ‘You will come’
Simukalila ‘You will not cry’
Muiwela ‘You came’

Based on these verbs, what meaning do each of 
the following word-parts (morphemes) have?

1. ni- 5. i-
2. mu- 6. lil
3. ka- 7. wel
4. si-

What is the difference between verbs that end in 
–a and verbs that end in –e ?
How would you say ‘I will not cry’?

Have fun! For answers, see our website: 
http://theplugers.wordpress.com. 




