
In what language are your church 

services? If you’re reading this newsletter, 

chances are that the church where you 

worship uses English in most (if not all) of 

its worship opportunities. That’s probably 

a really good thing for you, since if you’re 

reading this newsletter, chances are that 

your preferred language – the language of 

your heart – is English. But what if you 

couldn’t understand the language used in 

your church?

We encountered someone for whom that 

was the case right here in Ohio at our 

Christmas Eve service. A young man, 

visiting with his family, was Deaf. He 

couldn’t hear what was being said, read, 

sung, and recited. The little he could pick 

up was in English – his second language. 

That made it almost impossible for him to 

get much out of the service.
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Average monthly income (May-December): $3,424

Needed each month: $6,000

Percentage: 57%

Long-term mission partners (individuals and churches) so far: 28

Others who have contributed to our ministry: 90+

Our housing setup fund: 100%! Praise the Lord!

The National Honor Society of Wisconsin Lutheran High School has made us its 

mission project for the year. Proceeds from their many fundraising events will go 

toward the purchase of our vehicle.

We rejoice that the Lord has brought us so many awesome ministry partners, and we pray for many 

more. There is a “gap” between where we are and where we need to be. We will be working (and 

praying!) hard to find these partners quickly, so we can start our work in Zambia as soon as possible.

Please pray for our partnership development, and please consider becoming a partner with us in the 

vital work of Bible translation.

Monthly goal: $6,000

Average monthly 

income: $3,424



Along with the new computer-printed label, you will also notice that a donation envelope has been 

included with this month’s newsletter. We always want this letter to be a news-letter, and not an “ask 

for money” letter, but the envelope is there for people who would like to contribute to the 

Nsenga project in this way.

To switch to an electronic version of our newsletter, change your address, or be 

removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. Lake St., PO Box 

2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

After church, Janine chatted with him in American 

Sign Language, trying to make him feel welcome and 

included. But the “gap” was still there – a language 

and culture gap that kept him from being able to 

worship the Lord and receive the Word of God in a 

meaningful way.

Millions of people around the world are in a similar 

situation. They may attend worship in a Christian 

church, but because of the lack of Scripture in their 

mother tongue, they are excluded from truly hearing 

and understanding the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They 

may even have someone who can help them, like 

Janine helped that young man, but without direct 

access to the Word, something is missing.

In this new year of 2011, which will bring so many 

changes to the life of our family, we have two simple 

requests. The first is that you would pray for the 

Nsenga Bible Translation Project, so that the “gap” 

would soon start to be closed for the Nsenga people, 

and that God’s Word would be able to be proclaimed 

directly in their heart language.

The second is that you would pray for our family, 

so that when we are in the situation that that Deaf 

man was – surrounded by a language and culture 

that we only barely understand – that we would ever 

more rely on Jesus, the eternal Word of God who 

brings life and forgiveness to members of every 

culture and speakers of every language. 

May the Lord bless you with mercy and peace this 

new year.

By His grace, for His glory,

Chris, Janine, and Sean

+ Partnerships: Praise God for all of our 

financial partners, who will make it 

possible for us to live and work in Zambia 

with the Nsenga people.

+ Preparations: Please pray for the Nsenga 

Bible Translation Project, so that the plans 

and preparations that are being made 

would help insure a good start to the work.

+ Our family: Please ask that God would 

grant our family peace in these final 

months before our departure, and that He 

would bless the early phases of our 

language and culture learning.
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