
One of the more difficult questions that we get asked on a regular
basis, now that we are in the US on our temporary furlough, is, “Is it
good to be back home?”

Usually we dodge the question with a true statement: “We are very
happy to be here to celebrate the holidays with our family and friends.”

The real answer, however, has to question the premise of the question:
“Are we really home? Where is home, anyway?” When we’re on the
field, “home” is the USA – where we grew up, where our family lives,
the place we left behind.

But now we’re back in the US, it’s not so easy to call it “home.” Things
are just a little different than we remember. People here have changed.
Or we have changed. Or both. We still have a house, and friends, and a
job with a purpose, waiting for us back in Zambia. We correspond
regularly with our colleagues there and continue to advise and
participate in the work. Every day, we’re preparing mentally and
physically to go back to the field for our next term of service. Here in
the States, we’re in temporary quarters, driving borrowed cars, eating
food that’s not quite the same as we remember it, telling anyone who
will listen about what we do when we’re in Zambia.

We’re stuck in the middle, living in two worlds.

But we’re in good company. Every missionary we talk to says they feel
the same way. In reality, all of us, like Abraham, are living as
“foreigners and strangers” (Hebrews 11:13) in this world, in an “earthly
tent” while we wait for our “building from God, an eternal house in
heaven” (2 Corinthians 5:1).

And most of all, Jesus Christ himself lived for a time in two worlds –
the eternal Son of God taking on human flesh, to “make his dwelling
among us” — all for us, so that in coming to our world he can bring us
into his.

So whether we are in Ohio, or Zambia, or somewhere in between, we
keep in mind that we are always living in two worlds — stretched a bit
thin sometimes, perhaps, but always “at home” in our Savior’s mighty
grip.

Merry Christmas!

The Plugers



Another common question we get asked is “When do you go back?” Our furlough time in States
started with several goals. The first was Chris’ MA thesis work, now accomplished. Another was to
allow Sean to have a normal school year in the same place with no interruption.

We also wanted to take plenty of time to meet with the wonderful people who have been supporting
our work with the Nsenga people and tell them about the progress that has been made. It is such a joy
to stand in front of a group of dedicated Christians and show them exactly where their financial gifts
have made a difference, and ask them to continue working with us to finish the Nsenga New
Testament and begin work on the Old Testament translation as well.

Below is the schedule of where we will be this spring. We hope to be able to meet with many of you
in the course of our travels.

So, to answer the question — We get to go back to the field when we have sufficient ongoing
financial support for our next term of service. If all goes according to plan, Chris will return to Zambia
in May, after Sean’s confirmation on Mother’s Day, and Janine and Sean will join him in early June as
soon as the school year is over.

To switch to an electronic version of our newsletter, change your address, or be removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, PO Box
2050, Aurora IL 605072050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 5324253.

Lutheran Bible Translators
PO Box 2050
Aurora IL 60507

http://theplugers.wordpress.com
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For the past three years in Zambia, Sean has
been homeschooled. This year for seventh grade
he is in a “regular” American Lutheran school
with friends and classmates. Next year… Next
year, we’re just not sure yet.

We have applied for Sean to go to Rift Valley
Academy in Kenya – a boarding school for
Missionary Kids like him. He is number 9 on the
waiting list, and we will find out in April if he
has a spot for eighth grade or not. Please pray
that he can at least consider this option! We have
other things in mind if RVA is not possible
(including Luther Prep School), but for now (as
always) our plans are in God’s hands.

11 Jan Columbus OH
1418 Jan Phoenix AZ
End of Jan Central WI
1115 Feb Knoxville TN
114 Mar MilwaukeeAppleton area
midApr Chicago area
midMay Return to Zambia!

There are also a few other possible trips in
the works, including San Diego and
southwestern Michigan. When not traveling,
we are based in Fairborn Ohio and visiting
churches and friends within driving distance
of Dayton. We hope to be able to see many of
you during the next few months, so if we're
going to be in your area, let’s try to get
together!




