
Recently, Chris met with Bishop George 
Lungu, the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Eastern Province. He is Nsenga by tribe, 
and is very interested in the Nsenga Bible 
Translation. He explained that when he 
was first ordained, many people in his 
churches tried to pray in English or Chewa 
(the “official” language of Eastern 
Province). But now, he is happy to see 
many Nsenga are starting to use their own 
language more and more in prayers and 
the liturgy.

As for himself, he said he prefers to pray 
and think about God in his own Nsenga 
language too. He quoted John 4:14 – 
“Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” – and said, “I 
can read this in Chewa and understand what it means. The Chewa word chitsema means ‘spring of water,’ 
and I know what Jesus is talking about. But if I hear the Nsenga word, nchera – then I actually can hear and 
taste and see the cool water coming out of the ground, and feel it bubbling forth to give me life!”

We pray that someday soon the Nsenga Bible will be an nchera, a spring of water, welling up to bring 
eternal life through faith in Jesus. Please pray for us as we work toward that goal!

A dog, a chicken, a goat, and a cow all needed to go to town. So they flagged down a passing minibus 
and asked the driver for a lift. The driver told the dog, “You can’t get on. You’ll just bite all the 
passengers.” He told the other animals that the fare was three thousand kwacha.

When they got to town, the chicken had no money. So she ran away from the driver without paying. 
The goat did the same thing. The cow, however, gave the driver a five thousand kwacha note. But since 
the chicken and the goat had not paid, the driver had no change to give to the cow.

This story explains how animals act on the road. When you drive past a dog, it will chase your car 
barking because it is mad about not being given a lift. When you drive past chickens and goats, they 
will run away from you because they think you have come to collect their fare. But when you meet a 
cow, it will make you stop by standing in the middle of the road, staring at you as if to say, “I want my 
two thousand kwacha.”



To switch to an electronic version of our newsletter, change your address, or be removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, PO Box 
2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

Thank you to those who financially support 
our work in Zambia. If you would like to partner 
with us, write to:

Lutheran Bible Translators
PO Box 2050
Aurora IL 60507
http://theplugers.wordpress.com
(please indicate “Pluger ministry” on your check)

Please feel free to write. Postage for a regular 
letter only costs 98 cents! We also have Facebook 
and email (when the internet is working).

The Plugers
Box 560135
Petauke Zambia
theplugers@lbt.org

+ Language: Please keep praying for our 
language learning. It makes such a difference 
to interact with people in their own language!

+ School: Please keep praying for our 
homeschool. This is one more difficult 
transition in a life full of transitions right now.

+ Translators: Please pray that the Lord would 
send the right people to be mother-tongue 
translators for the Nsenga Bible.

+ Committee: Please pray for good health, 
energy, and faithfulness for the members of the 
Translation Committee as they dig into this 
project.

In English, the word “our” refers to 
any group of people which includes 
the speaker. Some languages have two 
forms of “our”: one for a group that 
excludes the hearers (“our family is in 
Zambia”), and one for a group that 
includes the hearers (“God is our 
Father”).

We often talk about “our” work in 
Zambia to translate the Bible into 
Nsenga. It’s important to remember 
that it’s not the “exclusive-our” work. Rather, it’s the “inclusive-our” work – you are just as much a part of 
it with your prayers and support as we are with our travelling and language-learning. We only wish we 
could share “our” joy with you, as we see God at work in this mission field.

And so, it’s not “our” work at all – it’s God’s Work, and he graciously invites us all to join him in it.




