
As a result of many prayers and much hard work, 
the Lord of the harvest has given us a field in which 
to serve! We are going to Zambia! We will be 
working with the Nsenga people to help them 
translate the Bible into their heart language. 

The Nsenga are a very large people group. There 
are at least 500,000 speakers of Nsenga in Zambia. 
Many also live in Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 

The New Testament was translated into Nsenga in 
the 1920s, but the language used in it is now quite 
out of date and people have trouble reading and 
understanding it. Nsenga Christians recognize the 
need to have a Bible that speaks the language of the 
people, and they are excited to begin a project that 
will bring them God’s Word in a way that 
communicates clearly and beautifully in the Nsenga 
language. There is also interest in translating the Old 
Testament, so that people have access to a complete 
Bible in the language of their hearts.

Two men from Lutheran Bible Translators visited Zambia in May and met with many Nsenga leaders 
about the Bible translation project. Much preliminary work was done to establish the partnership that will 
go on between Zambian churches, the Zambian Bible Society, and LBT to carry out this project. Work still 
needs to be done to solidify all the arrangements for the translation project, but we are very happy that 
things have progressed so positively this far.

Rejoice with us, and pray for the Nsenga people!

Love,

Chris, Janine & Sean

New Contact Information
While we’re living in Ohio, our mailing address will be: The Plugers, 234 Woodlawn Dr., Fairborn 

Ohio 45324. You can always contact us by email at theplugers@lbt.org. Please drop us a line and let 
us know how you’re doing!

If you’d like to be on the list for our email updates, or if you’d rather get this newsletter 
electronically, let us know. To be removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. 
Lake St., PO Box 2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.



Now that school is out, we are back in Ohio staying with family as we prepare to depart for the 
mission field. Perhaps the most important thing to do before we go is called Partnership Development.

The work of Bible translation isn’t just a job for one or two people. It’s the work of hundreds, if not 
thousands, of people ― and one of the tasks we have is to recruit team members who can help to 
support the Nsenga translation project with regular prayer and financial contributions.

As part of an independent organization, LBT missionaries do not receive money from any Lutheran 
synod or church body. Instead, individual missionaries seek to form long-term, personal partnerships 
with fellow mission-minded Christians who are willing to provide regular, dependable prayer and 
financial support for their translation project. They also look for individual congregations who are able 
to join in the work of Bible translation as an extension of their own Gospel ministry.

We will be working hard before we leave for Zambia to raise up a support team who is able to stand 
behind us as we go to the mission field, a team of partners who will essentially be sending us to Africa 
to spread God’s Word on their behalf. We look forward to sharing our mission and vision with you, 
and to personally inviting you to partner with us in this work of the Gospel.

+ Dallas: Thank God with us for the wonderful 
year we spent in Dallas, learning about Bible 
translation and growing spiritually in 
preparation for the work ahead of us.

+ Ohio: Please pray that our time in Ohio 
would be productive as we develop prayer 
and financial partnerships for our work.

+ Zambia: Please pray for all of the work that is 
going on in Zambia in preparation for our 
arrival and the start of Bible translation work 
among the Nsenga people.

Many Nsenga people live near the town of Petauke 
(circled on the map on the front page) in Zambia’s 
Eastern Province. Petauke, a small town of less than 
20,000 inhabitants, will likely be our “home base” 
for our translation work.

Petauke is about four hours by paved road from 
the capital of Zambia, Lusaka. Lusaka is a major city 
with over one million inhabitants. Many people in 
Lusaka speak some English, but Nyanja (which is 
linguistically related to Nsenga) is the major 
language of the region. We will probably be learning 
both Nyanja (also called Chewa) and Nsenga in 
order to do our work.

The country of Zambia is slightly larger than 
Texas. It is located in southern Africa, north of 
Botswana and Zimbabwe and south of Tanzania and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Wherever we go, we know that the Lord is with us, 
and we thank Him for all of the prayers that our 
friends and family are raising up on our behalf.




