
Let us hear from you!
We enjoy telling people about the exciting work of Bible translation. If you’d like to know more, or 

just want to say hi, you can email us: theplugers@lbt.org. You can also check out the Lutheran Bible 
Translators website: www.lbt.org.

If you’d like to be on the list for our email updates, or if you’d rather get this newsletter 
electronically, let us know. 

Also, if you’d like to be removed from our mailing list, you can contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. 
Lake St., PO Box 2050, Aurora IL 60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

He is risen indeed! A blessed Easter season to all 
of our family and friends. Our risen Lord Jesus has 
ascended to heaven and is ruling all things for the 
benefit of his people. He also sent the Holy Spirit, 
who is active in the world and in our hearts through 
the gospel, the Word.

That Word of God goes out into all the world. 
God promises that faith comes by hearing the 
message about Jesus Christ. But for millions of 
people in thousands of language groups, that 
message is not yet accessible, because the Bible has 
not yet been translated into a language they can 
understand.

That’s why we’re here in Dallas, studying and 
preparing for the challenging and rewarding work 
of Bible Translation. We’re in our last session of 
classes, and the courses we’re taking are directly 
applicable to what we’ll be doing in the field.

Janine is taking Field Methods, a class that 
focuses on doing linguistic field work. She is 
gathering data from her Swahili-speaking Language 
Consultant, and putting her skills to work analyzing 
the sound system and grammatical structure of that 
language. She is also learning to use several 
computer programs that will help with linguistic 
analysis in the field. (continued on back)



Chris is taking Theory and Practice of 
Translation, which puts together everything he’s 
learned this year to answer the question “How do I 
change the form of the message (from one language 
to another) without changing the content of the 
message?” In other words, “How can we make God 
speak this language?” Like most of the topics we 
study here at GIAL, that question is even more 
complex than we would have imagined a few short 
months ago.

Sean is busy with school, too. He is learning about 
multiplication and division, and is starting to learn 
how to write in cursive. Like his mom and dad, he is 
getting excited for the end of the school year, and for 
what comes next for the Pluger family.

Thanks to all of you for your prayers and emails 
over the past months. We are so encouraged by your 
support and good wishes. May God bless you richly 
this Easter season.

Love,

Chris, Janine & Sean

After school is out in June, we’ll be moving back to Ohio. From there, we will be doing the 
part of our pre-field preparations called Partnership Development.

We’ve said several times that “we” will be doing Bible translation. But of course, we can’t do 
the work alone. There are dozens of people who are vital to any Bible translation project: 
national churches and leaders, mother-tongue translators, linguists, theologians, support staff, 
and many other advisors, helpers, and consultants. 

But there are others who are just as vital to the project: mission-minded Christians who are 
willing to share their time and financial resources to pray for and support Bible translation 
projects in places where they can’t go. Those partners stand with us, beside us, and behind us 
as we do our work. They help provide for our physical and financial needs, so we can devote 
our full time to translation work. They pray for our safety and the success of our efforts, and 
are just as important to the work of Bible translation as the missionaries, the translators, and 
the local pastors and churches.

Starting this summer we will be visiting congregations and individuals, letting people know 
about Bible translation and inviting them to partner with us to bring God’s Word to people 
who do not yet have it in the language of their hearts. We hope we have the chance to see you!

+ Classes: Please pray for us as we finish our 
eighth session of classes this year. Ask that we 
learn the things we need to know so that we 
are ready for the work before us.

+ Placement: Please pray for the LBT Service 
Center staff as they work to place us in a 
mission field. Pray that God will direct this 
process so that we are assigned to exactly the 
right place.

+ Preparation: Please pray that our family will 
be fully prepared mentally, physically, and 
spiritually for all of the changes and 
challenges ahead.




