
Classes at GIAL are organized into four- or eight-week sessions, which makes them very intense and 
focused. They are also taught by former missionaries, which makes them all very practical.

Janine is taking Language and Society, a class which discusses the social issues surrounding 
language use, including bilingualism, dialects, and language shift. It is important to study these topics 
in order to understand how people decide to use which language and when. 

Meanwhile, Chris is taking Scripture Use, a class which focuses on helping people see that the Bible 
is relevant to their daily lives, and that Christ is the ultimate answer to all of their deepest questions. 
Increasing engagement with Scripture is the job of every Christian, but it is especially important in 
missionary contexts where Bibles might not be so easy to come by.

Greetings from Dallas, Texas, and the 
Graduate Institute of Applied Linguistics. After 
an enjoyable Christmas vacation back in Ohio 
with family and friends, we are already well 
into our new semester of studies as we prepare 
to be Bible Translators.

Why Bible translation? The short answer is 
that out of the 6,919 languages spoken on the 
planet, only 2,479 have some or all of the Bible 
translated into them. That means that over 350 
million people do not have access to God’s 
Word in their mother tongue. 

We believe that the language you speak to 
your children and the language you speak to 
your parents should also be the language you 
speak to God. It should also be the language in 
which God can speak to you through his Word, 
the Bible. We think that if we are able, by God’s 
grace, to help even one language group have 
access to the Bible in the language of their heart, 
we will have done a good thing.

(continued on back)



So, what do future Bible Translators study? 
The answer, basically, is that we’re learning 
how to learn languages ― especially languages 
that aren’t written down yet. When we get to 
Africa (or wherever God sends us), we need to 
be able to learn and analyze the language that 
the people speak, which is the first big step 
towards translation.

Last semester we were all pretty busy with 
school. Chris completed the required Certificate 
program in Applied Linguistics (27 credits in 20 
weeks!) and is now excited to start graduate-
level classes this semester. Janine took the first 
half of the Certificate in the fall and will finish 
by June of this year. Sean is hard at work in 
second grade at a public school here, but is 
looking forward to being back at his old school 
in Ohio next year.

We pray that God will bless all of you in this 
coming year. As our Pastor down here says, 
“God go with you this week. He always has, 
and he always will.”

God’s blessings!

Chris, Janine, and Sean

We are anxious and excited to hear from all of you. We want very much to keep in touch with you 
and keep you posted on all of the interesting things God is doing for us as we get involved in the 
world of Bible Translation. 

The best way to communicate with us is e-mail. In addition to our personal e-mail addresses, we 
have a new family e-mail address: theplugers@lbt.org.

You can also write to us. Our snail mail address between now and the end of May is: Chris & Janine 
Pluger, 7500 W. Camp Wisdom Rd. #D16, Dallas TX 75236. 

We will be sending out new editions of this newsletter every other month. In addition, we will be 
providing e-mail updates in the months that we don’t have a printed newsletter. If you want to get 
these e-mail updates also, just drop us a line. You can also learn a lot by checking out the Lutheran 
Bible Translators website: www.lbt.org.

We hope to be able to save postage and paper by sending out e-mail editions of this newsletter soon. 
If you prefer to hear from us via e-mail, just let us know.

We don’t want to bug you if you’re not interested in following our missionary journey. To be 
removed from our mailing list, contact Sharon Vega at LBT, 303 N. Lake St., PO Box 2050, Aurora IL 
60507-2050 or svega@lbt.org, or call (800) 532-4253.

+ Friends: Praise God with us for all the 
wonderful friends we have made in the Dallas 
area. Their stories of mission work around the 
world are exciting and encouraging.

+ Classes: Please pray for us as we attend our 
classes. Ask that we would learn the things 
that we will need to know in order to do the 
work that is ahead of us.

+ Placement: Please pray for the LBT Service 
Center staff as they find us a place to serve. 
Pray that God will direct this process so that 
we end up exactly where He wants us.

+ Transitions: Please pray that our family, 
especially Sean, will be able to quickly and 
easily adapt to all of the changes and 
challenges before us.




